


o 990

Department of the Treasury
intemal Revenue Service

Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax
Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947{a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except private foundations)

P> Do not enter sccial security numbers on this form as it may be made public.
P Information about Form 990 and its instructions is at www.lrs.gov/form980.

OMB No. 1545-0047

2019

A For the 2015 calendar year, or tax yearbeginning JUL 1, 2015 andending JUN 30, 2016
B Gheck# C Name of organization D Employer identification number
applicabls:
Shenes | THINK SMALL
L‘x?;‘ze Doing business as 41-1260581
i Number and street (or P.0. box if mail is not delivered to sireet address} Roemy/suite | E Telephone number

Fod [ 10 YORKTON COURT

(651)641-0305

#ed" | City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code
fmended|  SATNT PAUL, MN 55117

(G Grossrecelpts § 34,378,918.

Bﬁgﬁ?} F Name and address of principal office: BARBARA YATES
P | SAME AS C ABOVE

H(a) 1s this a group return
for subordinates? I:I Yes No

H(b) Are all subordinates inciuded?[:‘Yes ] No

| Tax-exempt status: [X ] 501(e)(3) L1 501()(

Yy (insertna.) 1 4947(a)(1)or L] 527

If *No," attach & list, (see instructions)

J Website: » WWW . THINKSMALL . ORG

H(c) Group exemption number B

K_Form of organization: || Corporation [__{Trust [ __ ] Association [__ | Other P>

[ Year of formation: 197 5] m State of legat domicile; MN

[Part[| Summary

8 1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission or most significant activities: TO ADVANCE QUALITY CARE AND
£ EDUCATION OF CHILDREN IN THEIR CRUCIAL EARLY YEARS.
’E 2 Check this box P> L Tifthe organlzation discontinued its operatlons or disposed of maore than 25% of its net assets,
3 | 3 Number of voting members of the goveming body (Part VI, line1a) . 16
g‘; 4 Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1b) _ . 16
# | & Total number of individuals employed in calendar year 2015 (Part V, line 2a) ... 112
’g 6 Total number of volunteers (estimate if necessary) __ 99
3 | 7a Total unrelated business revenus from Part VIl GO (G 11812 oo 0.
h Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 890-T, line 34 .....oooovieiiieieen 0.
Prior Year Current Year
o | 8 Contributions and grants (Part VIl ine 1h) i 21,130,060, 30,081,488.
g 9  Program service revenue (Part VIIi, line 2g} | et rr et et 507,612, 512 ) 894,
8110 Investment incorne (Part Vll, colurmn (4), P 4,200. 2,368.
11 Other revenue (Part VIll, column (), lines 5, 8d, 8c, Se, 10c, and 11e) ... 2,366,344, 2,578,988.
12 Total revenue - add ines 8 through 11 {must equal Part V|), column (A), fine 12) . ... 24,008,216, 33,175,738,
13 Grants and similar eamounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines 1-3) 15;163,206. 22,808,011,
14 Benefits pald to or for members {Part IX, column (A}, iined) . e 0. 0.
@ | 16 Salarles, other compensation, employes benefits (Part IX, co!umn (A) Iines 5. 10) 4,986,584. 5,590,630,
% 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part [X, column (A), ine 11€) ) _ 0 » 0.
& | b Total fundraising expenses {Part IX, column (D), line 25) 346,125. Ll e SR
W {17 Other expenses (Part IX, column (&), lines 11a-41d, 11#24e) . ... 3 634 804~ 3,548,493,
18 Total expenses. Add lines 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 23,784,654, 31,947,134,
19 Revenus less expenses. Subtract line 18 fromline 12 ... ..cooivieiiiieiniiiiciciierinnn 223, 562. 1 ;228 604.
58 Beginning of Current Year End of Year
85 20 Total assets (PAMX, 1N 16) ..o oo 11,367,785, 14,330,132.
5| 21 Total liabilities (Part X, line 26) e 6,920,127, 8,648,092.
éé 22 Net assets or fund balances. Subtract Ilne 2'[ from Iine 20 .......................................... 4,447,658, 5,682,040.

[ Part I | Signature Block

Under penalties of perjury, ! declare that | have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and helief, itis
true, correct, and complete. Declaration of preparer (other than offlcer) Is based on all Infarmation of which preparer has any knowledge.

Sign } Signature of officer Date
Here BARBARA YATES, PRESIDENT & CEO
¥ Type-orprintrame ang-Hue
Print/Type preparer's name Preparer's signature Date ok [ || PTIN
Paid  [CHRISTINE OLSEN et Mremops [P01531802
Preparer | Firm's name_p CLIFTONLARSONALLEN LLP Frm'sEIN . 41-0746749
Use Only | Firm's address p,. 220 SOUTH SIXTH STREET, SUITE 300 ‘
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 Phoneno,612-376-4500
May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions) [XlvYes L _INo
532001 12-16-15  LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions, Form 980 (2015)






























41-1260581 page 11

Form 990 (2015) THINK SMALL
{ Part X | Balance Sheet
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part X ..o rrsiereesesemniesessisseesssseeiiaaaaiens L]
(A) lB)
Beginning of year End of yéar
1 Cash - non-interestbearing ... 490,371 1 1,519,806,
2 Savings and temporary cash Investments .. 2,322,283, 2 53,859.
3 Pledges and grants receivable, net . 66,494.] 3 824 ,830.
4  Accounts receivable, net 3,713,101, 4 1,186,334
5 Loans and other |ecelvab|es from current and formey ofﬂcers directors i
trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees. Complete
Partllof Sehedule L ||| . i e s
6 Loans and other receivables from other disqualified persons (as defined under
sectian 49568(f)(1)), persons described in section 4858(c)(3)(B}, and contributing | . N
emplayers and sponsaring organizations of section 501(c)9) voluntary g ST
%’ employees’ beneficiary organizations (see instr). Complete Part [l of SchL 6
o 7 Notes and loans receivable, net 7
D] B IVeNtOres fOr SAIG OFUSE ...\, .o e 633,766.| 8 624,619,
8 Prepald expenses and deferrad charges 201,247.] 9 177,467,
10a Land, buildings, and equipment; cost or other il i Sl o O il
basis. Complete Part-Vl of Schedule D 10a 3,941,621, R T et R o S .
b Less: accumulated depreciation . 10b 2,550,202, 1,470,206 . 10c 1 391, 419 .
11 Investments - publicly traded SeCUMES __._..........c.ccooevreorrer oo 650,129 . 11 716,696.
12 Investments - other securities. See Part IV, line t1 670,969.] 12 644 ,781.
13 Investmenis - progranmelated, Sea Part IV, fine 11 13
14 INEANGIBIE BSSBIS .ot 15,412.} 14 13,071,
15 Other assets. See Part IV, line 41 . . . . 1,093,807.] 15 1,077 ,252-
16__ Total asssts, Add lines 1 through 15 (must equal line 34) 11,367,785.1 16| 14,330,132,
17 Accounts payable and acorued expenses ... 3,879,276.{ 17 4,575,506.
18 Grants PaYEDIe 18
19 Defermed IBVeNUE | .. .. . oot e 2,625,763.] 19 3,667,596,
20 Tax-exempt bond Iiabilsties s o
21 Escrow or custodial account liability. Complete Par‘r IV of Schedule D ____________
¢ |22 Loans and other payables to current and former officers, directors, irustees,
1:'3 key employees, highest compensated employees, and disqualified persons.
g Complete Part Il of ScheduelL
— |23 Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties 415,082.] 23 404,990.
24 Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties ... 24
25  Other liabilities (including federal income tax, payables to related third
parties, and other liabilities not Included on iines 17-24), Complete Part X of
Scheduie D 25
26 Total libilities. Add lines 17 through 25 ... N 6,920,127.] 2 8,648,092,
Organizations that follow SFAS 117 {ASC 958), check here b |_| and fad i fan Babra WA !
a complete lines 27 through 29, and lines 83 and 34. B P T
é 27 Unrestricted netassets 3,943,198. 7 7 .
© |28 Temporarily restrioted netassets 504,460.) 28 1,658,010.
e 29 Permanently restricted net assets | .
Z Organizations that do not follow SFAS 1 17 (ASC 958), check here }D
] and complete linas 30 through 34.
2 |30 Capital stock or trust principal, or current funds
g 31 Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building, or eqmpment fund ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
% |32 Retained earmings, endowment, accumutated income, or other funds | 32
=133 Total net assefs or fund balances ... 4,447,658 a3 5,682,040,
34 Total labiliies and net assets/und —y 11,367,785.] 34 14,330,132,
Form 990 (2015)
e
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Schedule A (Form 990 or 890-E7) 2015 THINK SMALIL 41-1260581 pages
[PartIV] Supporting Organizations ontined)

Yes | No

11 Hastha organization accepted a gift or contribution from any of the following persons?
a A person who directly or indirectly controls, either alone or togsther with persons described in (b) and {c)
below, the governing body of a supported 6rganization? .
b A family member of a person described In (a) above?
¢ A 35% controlled entity of a person described in (g) or (b) above?/f "Yes" to a, b, or ¢, provide detail in Part VL
Section B. Type | Supporting Organizations

Yes | No
1 Did the directors, trustees, or membership of one or more supported organizations have the power to Sl
regularly appeint or elect at |east a majority of the organization’s directors or trustees at all times during the
tax year? If "No, " describe in Part VI how the supported organization(s) effectively operated, supervised, of
controlled the arganization's activities. If the organization had more than one supported organization,
describe how the powers to appoint and/or remove directors or trustees were alfocated among the supported
organizations and what conditions or restrictions, if any, applied to such powers during the tax year.
2 Did the organization operate for the bensfit of any supported organization other than the supported
organization(s) that operated, supervised, or controlled the supporting organlzation? If "Yes, " expfain in
Part VI how providing such benefit carried out the purposes of the supported organization(s) that operated,
supervised, or controlled the supporting organization.
Section C. Type ll Supporting Organizations

Yes | No

1 Were a majority of the organization’s directors or trustees during the tax year also a majority of the directors S
or trustees of each of the organization's supported organization(s)? /f “No," describe in Part VI how control
or.management of the suppoiting organization was vested in the same parsons that controflad or managed
the supported organization(s).

Section D. All Type lll Supporting Organizations

1 Did the organization provide to each of its supported organizations, by the last day of the fifth month of the
organization's tax year, (j) & written notice describing the type and amount of support provided during the prior tax
year, (ji) a copy of the Form 990 that was most recently filed as of the date of nofification, and (iii) copies of the 2
organization's governing documents in effect on the date of notification, to the extent not previously provided? 1

2 Were any of the organization’s officers, directors, or trustees either () appointed or elected by the supported :
organization(s) or (if) serving on the govemning body of a supporied organization? If "No," explain in Part VI how
the organization maintained a close and continuous working refationship with the supported organization(s).

3 By reason of the relationship described in (2), did the organization’s supported organizations have a
significant voice in the organization’s investment policies and in directing the use of the organization’s
Income or assets at all times during the tax year? If "Yes," describe in Part VI the role the organization's
supported organizations played in this regard. 3

Section E. Type lll Functionally-Integrated Supporting Organizations .
1 Check the box next to the method that the organization used to satisfy the Integral Part Test during the yeafsee Instructions):
a I:] The organization satlsfied the Activities Test. Complete line 2 below.
b e organization is the parent of each of its supported organizations. Complete fine 3 below.
e L1 The organization supported a governmental entity. Describe in Part Vi how you supported a government em‘ity {see Instructions).

2 Activities Test. Answer (a) and (b) below. Yes | No

a Did substantially all of the organization's activities during the tax year directly further the exempt purposes of £ e Al B
the supported organization(s) to which the organization was responsive? If "Yes, " then in Part Vi identify
those supported organizations and explain  how these activities directly furthered their exempt purposes,
how the organization was responsive to those supportad arganizations, and how the organization determined
that these activities constituted substantially all of its activities,

b Did the actlvities described in (a) constitute activities that, but for the organization’s involvement, ons or more
of the organization's supported organlization(s) would have been engaged In? if "Yes," explain in Part VI the

reasons for the organization's position that its supported organization(s) would have engaged In these
activities but for the arganization's involvement.
3 Parent of Supported Organizations, Answer (a) and (b) below.

a Did the organization have the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the officers, directors, ar
trustees of each of the supported organizations? Provide details in Part VL.

b Did the organization exercise a substantial degree of direction over the policles, programs, and activities of each
of its supported organizations? If "Yes," describe in Part VI the role played by the organization in this regard. ab

£35005 09-28-16 Schedule A (Form 980 or 99D-EZ) 2015
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SCHEDULE C Political Campaign and Lobbying Activities OM8 No. 155 0047

Form 990 or 990-EZ

(Fa 2 } For Organizations Exempt From Income Tax Under section 501(c) and section 527 20 1 5
| g Complete if the organization is described helow. P Attach to Form 990 ar Form 990-EZ.,

P> Informatjon about Schedule G (Form 990 or 980-EZ) and its instructions is al www./rs.gov/form980.

L Open o Publl

Department of tha Treasury
“Inspection .

Intemal Revenue Service

If the organization answered "Yes," on Form 990, Part IV, line 3, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 46 (Political Campaign Actlvmes), then
@ Section 501(c)(3) organizations: Complete Parts I-A and B, Do not complete Part -G,
@ Section 501(c) {other than section 501(c)(3)) organizations: Complete FParts I-A and G below. Do not complete Part I-B.
® Section 527 organizations; Complete Part I-A only,
if the organization answered "Yes,” on Form 990, Part IV, line 4, or Form 990-EZ, Part V1, line 47 (Lobbying Activities), than
@ Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have filed Form 5768 (election under section 501{h)): Complete Part il-A. Do not compiete Part |1-B.
® Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have NOT flled Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)); Complete Part |1-B, Do not complete Part [1-A.
If the organization answered "Yes," on Form 990, Part IV, line 5 (Proxy Tax) (see separate instructions) or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 35¢ (Proxy
Tax) (see separate instructions), then

® Section 501(cH{4), (5), or (6) organizations: Complete Part Il
Name of organization Employer identification number
THINK SMALL 41-1260581
[Part1-A| Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(¢) or is a section 527 organization.

1 Provide a desctiption of the organization's direct and indirect political campaign activities in Part V.
2 Poltical expenditures T SIS ol 0.

3 VOIIRERFROMFS o i s s ot s a4 e 4 S S S o R T e et 0.
{Part-B| Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(¢)(3).
1 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by the organization under section 4955 .. ... | 0.
2 Enter the amount of any exclse tax incurred by organization managers under section4956 >3 Q.
3 If the organization incurred a section 4955 tax, did it file Form 4720 forthis Year? | ... ....ciireieein s LI ves I No
AaWas a correCtlon MALET e b s Llves [no
h If “Yes,” describe in Part IV.
{ Part1-C| Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501{c), except section 501(c)(3).
1 Enter the amount directly expended by the filing organization for section 527 exempt function activities | .. . > g
2 Enter the amount of the filing organization's funds contributed to other organizations for section 527
exerpt function activities _........ SRR o
3 Total exempt function expenditures., Add hnes 1 and 2 Enter here and on Form 1120POL
IS perrmrrmse e e e e e e e e e
I_l Yes I_I No

4 Did the filing organization file Form 1120-POL for this year?
5 Enter the names, addresses and employer identification number E:!N) of ali sechon 527 pol|tlcal organizations to which the filing organization
made payments. For each organization listed, enter the amount paid from the filing organization’s funds. Also enter the amount of political
contributions received that were promptly and directly delivered to a separate political organization, such as a separate segregated fund ora
politicat action committes (PAC). If additional spacs Is nesded, provide Information in Part IV.
{(a) Name {b) Address (c) EiN (d) Amount paid from (e) Amount of political
filing organization’s | contributions received and
funds. If none, enter -0-, promptly and directly
delivered to a separate
political organization,
if none, enter -0-,

Far Paperwork RBeduction Act Notice, ses the Instructions for Form 880 or 880-EZ. Schedule C (Form 890 or 980-EZ) 2015
532041
10-05-15 )

25

112Q002A 131824 NRI-T12A2AANN 2015 NANAN THTNK CGMAT.T. NER_EN7Z1
























OMB No. 1545-0047
SCHEDULE G Supplemental Information Regarding Fundraising or Gaming Activities
(Form 990 or 930-EZ) 20 1 5

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part [V, lines 17, 18, or 189, or if the
organization entered more than $15,000 on Form 990-EZ, line 6a.

Department of the Treasury b Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. Open fD PUD]IG
Internal Revenue Service P> Information about Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is at WWW./rs.gov/form990. Inspection :
Name of the organization . Employer Identlflcatlnn number
THINK SMALL : : 41-1260581
Fundraising Activities. Complete if the organizatlon answered "Yes® on Form 990, Part IV, line 17. Form 990-EZ filers are not.
required to complete this part,
1 Indlcate whether the organization raised funds through any of the following activities. Check all that apply.

a Mall solicitations ) -_ e SO|ICItﬂUOﬂ of non-government grants

b [:l Internet and email solicitations ) fl:] Solicitation of government grants

¢ [ Phore solicitations 1:] ‘Special fundralsing events

d D In-person solicitations
2 a Did the organization have a written or oral agreement wlm any Individual (including officers, directors, trustees or
key employess listed in-Form 980; Part VII) or entity in connection with professional fundralsing services? LI ves E:] No
b If *Yes," list the ten highest paid individuals or entities {fundraisers) pursuam to agreements under which the fundraiser Is to be
compensated at least $5,000 hy the organization.

iii} Did X 7 v) Amount paid ; "
. (i} Name and address of individual - ; : ﬁ(:n ralser | {iv) Gross receipts té ,Qr retainez by) {vi) Arnount paid
or entity (fundraiser) (B Activiy, o controtof | from activity fundraiser | t© (or retained by)
d ' " |contrioutions? listed in col. (i) organization
1Yes | No
3 List all states ln which the organlzatlon is regrstered or hcensed to solicit contributions or has been notified It is exernpt from registration
or licensing.
LHA For Paperwork Reduetion Act Notlce, see the Instructions for Form 980 or 990-EZ, Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-E2} 2015
532081
00-14-16
33
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Schedule | (Form 990) THINK SMALL 41-1260581 pages
[Part V] Supplemental Information

SCHOLARSHIPS: THROUGH A REVIEW PROCESS, ELIGIBILITY IS DETERMINED AND

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AWARDED, PROVIDING QUALITY EARLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

FOR CHILDREN ATTENDING PROGRAMS INVOLVED IN PARENT AWARE. FISCAIL MONITORING

OCCURS INTERNALLY AND WITH GOVERNMENT PARTNERS.

Schedule 1 (Form 890)
532201
04-03-15
67

1128N02A 131830 NRA-T12R23ANN 2NTR_NDANIN THTNK GMAT.T. NRA-_RKN7Z1


















Schedule O (Form 990 or 880-E7) (2015) Page 2
Names of the organization Employer identification number

THINK SMALL , 41-1260581

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 11:

UPON COMPLETION AND REVIEW BY MANAGEMENT, THE DRAFT FORM 990 WILL GO TO THE

FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR REVIEW. UPON THE FINANCE COMMITTEE'S APPROVAL, IT

WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE FULL BOARD FOR FINAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL.

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 12C:

ANNUAL NOTIFICATIONS ARE GIVEN TO ALL AFFECTED OFFICERS, DIRECTORS,
/

fRUSTEES AND KEY EMPLOYEES ALONG WITH A REQUIREMENT FOR A SIGNED CONFLICT

OF INTEREST STATEMENT. THE CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY IS DESIGNED TO

IDENTIFY SITUATIONS THAT PRESENT POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND TO

PROVIDE THE ORGANIZATION WITH A PROCEDURE WHICH WHEN OBSERVED WILL ALLOW A

TRANSACTION TO BE TREATED AS VALID AND BINDING. ANY RESPONSIBLE MEMBER IS

REQUIRED TO DISCLOSE ANY POTENTIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST BEFORE THE BOARD OR

COMMITTEE THEREOF WHO SHALL DETERMINE WITHOUT THE INTERESTED INDIVIDUAL IF

A CONFLICT OF INTEREST EXISTS. THE RESPONSIBLE PERSON SHALL REFRAIN FROM

ANY ACTION THAT MAY AFFECT THE ORGANIZATION'S DECISION REGARDING SUCH

CONTRACT OR TRANSACTION AND MAY NOT PARTICIPATE QR HEAR THE BOARD OR

COMMITTEE'S DISCUSSION OF THE MATTER, IS NOT COUNTED FOR THE PRESENCE OF A

QUORUM, AND MAY NOT VOTE. THE ORGANIZATION DOCUMENTS PROCEEDINGS RELATED TO

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST IN THE MEETING MINUTES OR AS OTHERWISE APPROPRIATE.

FORM 890, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 15:

COMPENSATION IS SET BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

- AN-EXTERNAL-FIRM -SPECIALIZING -IN -COMPENSATION SERVICES IS -RETAINED FOR-THE - -

PURPOSES OF GATHERING AND PROVIDING INDEPENDENT MARKET DATA AND

RECOMMENDING SALARY RANGE. THE PROCESS 1S5 DOCUMENTED IN THE EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES. SALARY DETERMINATION IS SENT IN WRITING FROM THE

532212 09-02-16 Schedule O (Form 930 or 920-EZ) (2015)
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