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A child’s crucial early years build the foundation for their future.
Think Small connects the dots between early learning professionals, families, and elected officials to make
sure children are supported from birth to age five, setting them on a path to success.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Minnesota Early Learning Scholarship

and Ramsey County Child Care Assistance
Program staff help low-income families
apply for financial funding for children to
attend high-quality early learning programs.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Our multilingual staff

engages underserved
communities to help families
navigate and influence complex
government systems.

PUBLISHING °®
Redleaf Press, the publishing o
division of Think Small,

creates high-quality materials for
the professionals that care for,
teach, and nurture young children.

PARENT who
ENGAGEMENT where
Specialists teach how

families about the

early learning and how to
identify quality programs.
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POLICY & ADVOCACY

Think Small staff advances policy
initiatives focused on improving early
care and education for children from
low-income families.

TRAININGS & COACHING
Think Small holds classes and
workshops for child care providers
in seven different languages,
while also working with child

care providers individually,

on-site for support in maintaining
a high-quality program.
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LIBRARY

The Debra S. Fish Early
Childhood Library at
Think Small, a branch of
the St. Paul public library,
with over 5,900 items
focused on children and

early learning.



Think Small is a unique place serving a special purpose. Our staff works
tirelessly to connect the dots by preparing child care providers, strengthening
families, and catalyzing change among decision makers to improve early care
and education in Minnesota.

Here are some of the highlights from our last year:

¢ Enrolled over 27,000 providers in early care trainings on a variety of topics,
such as social-emotional issues and Parent Aware aligned curriculum

¢ Administered nearly 5,300 eligibility-based scholarships for families to enroll
children in programs with Parent Aware ratings

¢ Presented at Clinton Global Initiative America and made a commitment to
action which leverages our efforts and impact locally and beyond

But that’s not all. Together with partners, we've created one of the most cutting
edge projects in the country, Pathways to Quality, to improve early care and
education in communities that need it the most.

We encourage you to read about what we’ve done and where we're going. But
remember, our work is far from done. Minnesota still has some of the worst
achievements gaps in the country. We must continue connecting people and
resources to best serve children who need help the most.

Thanks for all that you do.

Photos (top to bottom)
e Child care site participating in the Early Sprouts program with Think Small Quality Coach Rochelle Mateffy

e Ehrow Paw Kyaw, a recent refugee, earning her license for family child care

e Civic Engagement Specialist Marie Huey representing Think Small at Tour De Nice, a local bicycle competition sponsored by the
Minneapolis Foundation

® Bilingual/bicultural trainer celebration

e Kia Vang, Quality Supports Program Assistant, and Julie Yang, Language Access Line Supervisor and Quality Coach, share
Hmong culture as part of cultural engagement for staff

® Redleaf Press author Michelle Worthington reading Noah Chases the Wind to the real Noah and his classmates




Connecting

Mom Graduates with a Degree
as Son Graduates Pre-K on
Early Learning Scholarship

Most High-Quality Family Child
Care Programs in Twin Cities
Led by People of Color

Think Small
Strengthens Parent Aware
with Advocacy Efforts
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Early Sprouts Gardens & *
Teach Kids Value of S
Nutrition Across Twin Cities

Think Small Presents
at Clinton Global
Initiative America

:RICA ‘5
2 e -,

- ) ¥

B of .

ol

Think Small & Nick Jr.

Donate School Supplies to
Minnesota Children from aggw ! T
Low-Income Families ‘

Photo credit:
Barbara Kinney/
Clinton Global Initiative
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Redleaf Press Wins Record
Number of Awards

Think Small’s publishing division, Redleaf Press, was
thrilled to win seven book awards this year, a record number
for Redleaf in a single year. Each award represents the
hard work Redleaf Press puts into producing high-quality
early childhood professional development resources and
children’s books.

INSPIRING PLAY in
YOUNG CHILDREN

The Great
Disconnect

in Early Childhood Education

MIRIAM
BELOGLOVSKY

JENNA DALY

The Great Disconnect

in Early Childhood

Education

* INDIEFAB Book of the Year
Awards finalist in the
Growing Up category

What We Know vs. What We Do

MICHAEL GRAMLING
Foreword by Elizabeth Jones, PhD

Loose Parts and Brain Insights

Noah Chases

the Wind

e A silver medal in the
Moonheam Children’s
Book Awards in
the Picture Book 4-8
Year Old category

e A Gelett Burgess
Award in the
Growing Up category
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e Each won a Tillywig Toy and Media Brain Child Award

A Ueme X
s BEAUTFULNES

N7
TEN ESSENTIAL PLAY EXPERTENCES
FOR A JOYOUS CHILDHOOD
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Wisteria Jane

® Bronze medal in
the IPPY Awards in
the Children’s Book

ANN GADZIKOWSKT

9> 2015 &
' NATIONAL ]
Parenting
Publications
AWARDS
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PAAWARDS

for 7 and Under

Creating a Beau
category

Written by
AMBER HARRIS

lilustrated by
ARD HOYT

tiful Mess

e Gold medal in the National Parenting
Publications Awards



Connecting
the Dots to

Think Small helped many
children and families this year,
but one of the most exciting
things about the past year is
the next three. Together with
Generation Next, the Bush
Foundation awarded Think
Small a $3 million grant to
create Pathways to Quality.
This three-year program aims
to raise the number of 3- and
4-star Parent Aware rated
family child care programs

in the Twin Cities by more
than 100 programs, reaching
an additional 1,700 children.
It provides tools to child
care providers to improve
their program with individual
coaching, business seminars,
and small group learning
communities, and engages

parents in innovative ways
with the LENA Start and
Think Small Texts programs.

Gérw all

LENA Start

The word gap—a 30 million word
deficit between children from low-
income families and their more well-
off peers—is evident by age three.
To close this gap, Think Small is
partnering with LENA Start to improve
the language children are exposed to
during their earliest years. LENA Start
creates small devices that measure
a child’s interactions and vocabulary
for sixteen hours a week. The device
measures frequency and quality of
interactions. This information is
condensed into a report card, which
a trained Think Small professional
will discuss with the child’s parents
and child care professionals. This
real-time feedbhack shows caregivers
where they are excelling and where
they have the opportunity to improve,
paving the way for brighter futures.
We are excited to be one of the first
to pilot this program with providers
and parents.

Think Small Texts

Based on successful programs
across the country, Think Small
is launching a texting program to
deliver timely, useful early learning
and care tips to low-income
families. Research shows sending
parents specific, actionable tips can
significantly improve early literacy.
This program has the potential to
impact families and children across
Minnesota who are most likely to
start kindergarten behind.

ParentPowered

TEXTS




BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Hunter Saklad
Board Chair

Marshall Johnson
Vice Chair

Mark Lofthus
Treasurer

Jerri Freier
Secretary

Elaine M. Rodriguez

Birkemeyer

Mark Cross

André D. Dukes

Barbara Fabre

Rob Grunewald

Past Board Chair

H. B. “Bud” Hayden

Robbin Johnson

Yolanda J. Majors

Mariam Mohamed

Kate Noble

Tracy Nordstrom

2015-2016

Senior Vice President and
Chief Information Officer,
Select Comfort,

Plymouth, MN

Managing Director,
Arctic Capital, Long Lake, MN

Economic Development
Director, Dakota Electric
Association, Farmington, MN

Community Volunteer,
Roseville, MN

Vice President Finance,
Optum, UnitedHealth Group
Minneapolis, MN

Chief Financial Officer,
Ciranda, Inc., Hudson, WI

Family Engagement and
Education Director,

Northside Achievement
Zone, Minneapolis, MN

Director, White Earth
Child Care/Early Childhood
Programs, White Earth, MN

Economist, The Federal
Reserve Bank of Mpls.,
Minneapolis, MN

President, Hayden
Enterprises, Minneapolis, MN

Former President
Cargill Foundation,
Wayzata, MN

Associate Director,
Adolescent Literacy &
Learning, University of
Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN
Program Consultant/
Facilitator, Intercultural
Strategies, Shoreview, MN

Senior Research Analyst,
The Improve Group,
Minneapolis, MN

Principal, Verve Consulting,
Minneapolis, MN

Elected for terms starting July, 2016

Weston Merrick

Arthur J. Rolnick

Tanya Skogerboe

DIRECTORS EMERITUS

Rhoda Redleaf

Mary Ann Barrows Wark

Results First Coordinator
State of Minnesota,
Minnesota Management
& Budget, St. Paul, MN

Senior Fellow,

Hubert H. Humphrey
School of Public Affairs,
Minneapolis, MN

Vice President, Customer
Relationship, Select Comfort,
Plymouth, MN

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM

Barbara Yates

Ray Aboyan

Tammy Tesky Ausen

Todd Otis

Dianne Haulcy

Cisa Keller

President and Chief
Executive Officer

Chief Operating Officer
Chief Advancement Officer
Senior Vice President for

External Relations

Director of Family Engagement

Director of Early Childhood
Quality Development

SENIOR MANAGEMENT TEAM

Paul Bloomer

Kristen Harinen

David Heath

Eric Johnson

Diana Rockstad

Director of Operations

Director of Finance

Director of Redleaf Press

Director of Marketing and
Communication

Director of Human
Resources



| DREAM OF THE

DAY WHEN THE
CIRCUMSTANCES A
CHILD IS BORN INTO
DO NOT ACCURATELY
PREDICT THE
OUTCOMES OF THEIR
LIFE. | DREAM OF THE
DAY WHEN ALL KIDS
IN MINNESOTA HAVE A
FAIR SHOT.

Barbara, Yates

Assets
Liabilities

} REVENUES AND SUPPORT FISCAL YEAR 2016
Contributions $2,574,907
Government Contracts $27,444,081
Publishing $3,702,669
Other Revenue $663,039
TOTAL REVENUE & SUPPORT $34,384,696

D EXPENSES
P)wzfmw Providers

Professional Development,

Consultation, Coaching $2,657,764

Community Outreach & Access $501,412

Redleaf Press Publishing $3,344,671

Debra S. Fish Library $73,411
Sﬁm%@n Families

Family Education & Referral $228,145

Scholarships & Other

Financial Supports $24,642,022
C«ﬁaf%w Cﬂwmga

Policy, Advocacy & Initiatives $249,951
TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES $31,697,376
Support Services

Management & General $1,087,709

Fundraising $365,229
TOTAL SUPPORT SERVICES $1,452,938
TOTAL EXPENSES $33,150,314

Change in Unrestricted Net Assets $80,832

Change in Temporarily Restricted Net Assets $1,153,550
TOTAL CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $1,234,382

} FINANCIAL POSITION AS OF JUNE 30, 2016

$14,330,132
$8,648,092

$5,682,040

o Pwpuvm

O Strengthen Families
@  Redleaf Press Publishing
O Catalyge Change

@ Mwnagement & General
@ Judising




Think Small recognizes with gratitude the
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small

time volunteered and financial support
contributed l)y the lco”owing between

July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016. == ‘  « ) *
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This past fall, over 220
supporters attended our

Leaders for Early Learning
fundraising breakfast to support
Think Small’s mission. Thank you to
everyone who attended and made the

OUTREACH

Rahmo Abdi
Olga Ahumada Forero
Muna Ali

event an enormous success!

Kasey Branam in honor of the
Macauley Family
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Bahila Barre Sara B”c?
GRANT ADVISORY Julieta Baxin Pucheta Molly Broin
COMMITTEE Faiza Bayer Julie Brown )
Victoria Campoverde Susan and Kevin Brown
Ayni Dawid Robert Callahan and Carol Jordan
LouAnne Braun Farhiya Egal Colleen Carey and Pam Endean
Deb Colling . Alan and Sue Carlson
Ricardo Estrada
Ruth Dolan Safi Farow Lynn Casey
Mglls_sa Eljke Patricia Galvan Paul Cerkvenik
Kristine Finco Hawa Gurey Margaret Chally
Nicole Foss Duniyo Haile Monika Chandler
Deloris Friske Suad Haji John Choi
Pat .Gent{ Sharifo Hersi Jgn C|gsIaK
Marica Gillett Gina Ciganik

Elaine Gregory
Tara Hallberg
Shaina Halverson
Beth Hart
Michelle Herzog
Janet Hoffman
Tracy Kerber
Kellie Kimmes
Jean Knaak
Susan Knutson
Kristine Larson

Kahdra Ibrahim
Maryam |brahim
Ivette Izea Martinez
May Lee Yang
Sandra Machuda Juarez
Amran Mohamed
Pang Moua

Luz Maria Payan
Maricarmen Ramirez
Hafsa Sheikh
Suzanne Thao

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Grant H. Abbott

Ray Aboyan

Athena and Dan Adkins

Verlynn and Lisa Agrimonti

Thomas Amatruda and Lynne Morishita
Anonymous (4)

Richard W. and Jean llisley Clarke
Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation

Kathleen Cobb

Constance Coleman

Albert and Susan Colianni

John and Laura Crosby

Megan Gunnar Dahlberg

Julia W. Dayton

Kathleen Dayton Fund

Joseph De Jarnett

Gordon Deane

Amy Loetz Dao Xiong Anon inh f Kelsey Ash ici i

/ Mee Yang Sherwood ymous !n onor o e_sey shton Tricia and Doug Dlrl‘<s

Angie Lunow Anab Yusuf Anonymous in honor of Kris Johnson Steve and Mandy Dixon

Jayme Macchitelli Kelly Ashton Humphrey Doermann

Lisa Magyer Marcia Avner and Wy Spano James Dorsey and Dee Gaeddert
Misty McKinley Walter and Virginia Bailey Donald and Mary Draayer

Kelly McKown Jim Bartholomew Kelly Drummer

Dean Peter FRIENDS OF THE Niranjana Bashyal Janet Dubinsky

Geri Peterson

DEBRA S. FISH

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Bedard

Chad Dunkley

Stephanie Ponticas EARLY CH"_DHOOD Cecile Bedor John F. Eisberg and Susan Kline
Trinette Potts Rick Beeson Charitable Fund of The
Wendy Prokosch LIBRARY AT Peter Bell Minneapolis Foundation

Kara Puterbaugh THINK SMALL Charles and Cynthia Bend Curt and Debbie Enestvedt
Nikki Robbins David Benusa Dave and Elizabeth Engelsgaard
Jessica Rogers Lynn Galle Stephen Berg Bill Erickson

Judith Schwanke

Sharon Gerber

Donald Bergsrud

Anne and Charles Ferrell

Lori Semke Rosie Guthrie Nancy Bergstrom David Fettig
Libby Sloot Jon Jacka Blanton and Bonnie Bessinger Jane Fields
Karen Smith Carrie Johnson Emily and Jeff Blodgett Leroy and Ruth Fingerson

Sue Spector

Patricia Landy

Ross Boerhave

Joan Flaaten in tribute to

Kay Tellinghuisen Rhoda Redleaf Jill Bollettieri August Schaeffer's 1st Birthday
Nicole Thompson Gail Roberts LL Borgelt Olivia and Si Ford
Shelley Tollefson Rica Van James Boyle Caroline and H. Dutton Foster



INDIVIDUAL DONORS (CONT.)

Ned Foster

Stephanie Fox

Salvatore Silvestri Franco

Douglas Franzen

Don and Arvonne Fraser

Kay Fredericks and Dick Cisek

Roger and Carol Frommelt

Denise Garcia

Rich Gehrman

Bob Geist

Rich Geist

Ellen Gibson

Kathy Glover

Katherine Goodrich

Darlene Gorrill

Larry Grant

Zane Green

Linda Grieme

Chauncey and Ethel Griggs

Rob Grunewald

Darrel and Mary Gubrud

Roxane H. Gudeman

Teresa and John Guthmann

Heidi and Jeff Haines

Dave and Sherry Hall

Renee Hammes

Robyn Cohen Hannan

Edward Hara

Kent Harbison

Margaret Hasse and David Grothe

Dianne Haulcy

H.B. “Bud” and Carol Hayden of
The Hayden Family Fund of
The Minneapolis Foundation

Michael Headrick and Deirdre McMahon

Frederick Hegele

Jane A. and Mark B. Heille

The L.H. Hendrickson Family
Charitable Fund

Russ Heuckendorf

Joan Higinbotham

Libby and Ed Hlavka

Carl Hoke

Kevin and Jean Holm

Clint Hooppaw

William Howard

Hubert Humphrey, 11

Barbara and Marsh Johnson

Curtis and Carol Johnson

James E. Johnson and
Lucy Rosenberry Jones

Marshall Johnson

Nancy Johnson

Peggy Johnson

Tom and Victoria Johnson

Christine Kaehler

Bill and Carol Kaemmerer

Roger and Carol Kemp

Mary Kennedy and Mark Larson

Mary Louise L. Klas

Amy Koch

Shelly Koithan

Chris and Krystle Krusmark

Kathy Lamp

Erin Lease

Linda J. Lee

Janet Lekson

James and Susan Lenfestey

Andrea Lentz

Stanley and Suzanne Leonard

Allen and Nancy Levine

Charlie Levine

James and Sharon Lewis

Vi and Steve Lincowski

James Lockhart

Mark Lofthus and Marian Blattner

Pam Longfellow

Dana Lonn

Juanita and Richard Luis

Debra A. Lund

Chris Lyon

Ericca Maas

Rhoda and Don Mains

Denise Mayotte

Scott McConnell

Malcolm and Patricia McDonald

Mike McFadden

Mary Jo McGuire

Brian Meeker

Annette Meeks

Christina Melloh

Barbara A. Menk

Tom Menzel

Jeri Meola

Susan Meyers

Carol Miller in honor of Kris Johnson

Izhar Mohamed

Mariam Mohamed

Walter Mondale

Fatima Moore

Rick and Valerie Moore

Jonathan and Martha Morgan

Sheila Morgan

Carolyn Morris

Laura and Mike Morris

Lee Mosher and Lisa Hannon

Karen Muller

Richard Musser

Betty Myers

Myers Family Fund of
The Saint Paul Foundation

Charles Nauen and P.J. Pofahl

Jim and Cindy Nelson

J. Thomas and Janet Rajala Nelson Fund
of The Saint Paul Foundation

Howard and Martha Newton

Joan and Dick Niemiec

Kate Noble

Michael and Patsy Noble

Tracy Nordstrom and Kurt Waltenbaugh

Diane Norman

Ben and Lynn Oehler

Kelly Olmstead

Jim Olsen

Joe O'Neill

Katherine Onken

Beverly and Timothy Ordahl

Molly O’Shaughnessy and
Mike Monahan

Elizabeth Pagel

Carol Parry

Brittany Pearson

Jon Pederson

Bruce and Lisa Peilen

Ken Peterson

Dave Pinto

Eileen Pinto

Jim Pogue

Tom Poul

Scott Ramsdale

Arthur Reynolds and Judy Temple

Phil Riveness

Art and Cheri Rolnick

Kari and Dan Rominski

Steve Rosholt and Leah Harvey

Jack Rossmann

Hunter Saklad

Kathy Saltzman

Clare Sanford

Mark Scally

Jim Scheibel

Wendy Schoppert

Erica Schumacher

Howard W. and Millie L. Segal

Fred M. Senn

Stanley and Lucy Shepard

Joan Shrum

Sally Silk

Jane C. Simon

Scott and Kim Singer

Tanya Skogerboe

Carolyn Smallwood

James and Joanne Smith

Dane Smith

Andrea Sorum

Jacqueline M. Spies

Ruth Stanoch

Sue Stein

Mary Ellen Stewart and
Jeff Levy

Chaya Swenson

Mary Terrass

Missy Staples Thompson

Ryvelle Tilsner

Shelly Tollefson

Marcia Townley

Carole Tronnes

Parker and Albert Trostel Family Fund
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Shirley Tulberg

Nina Tuttle

Caroline and Andrew Vaaler

Joanne Von Blon

Paul and Lisa VonDrasek

Peg and Doug Wangensteen

David Wark in honor of being a
loving grandfather

Christopher Watson

Jim Weinzet!

Carol and Sanford Weisberg

Tom Welch

Bob Whitlock and Peggy Weber

Tim Wicker and Carolyn Deters
Charitable Fund

John Windhorst, Jr.

Linda and David Woessner

John and Jean Wolf

Dede Wolfson

Marilyn and John Wolkerstorfer

Suzanne and Pete Wyckoff

Ann J. Wynia

Barbara Yates

Ismail A. Yusuf

Katie Zadrozny and Alex Todd

Robert Zeaske

Jeanne and Jeff Zlonis

Mark and Andrea Zukorr

FOUNDATIONS

3Mgives

Anonymous

B & D Foundation

Big Lots Foundation

Bush Foundation in partnership
with Generation Next and
Greater Twin Cities United Way

F.R. Bigelow Foundation

The Buuck Family Foundation

Cargill Foundation

Deluxe Corporation Foundation

Ecolab Foundation

Freier Family Foundation Trust

General Mills Foundation

Great River Energy

Hardenbergh Foundation

Target Foundation in partnership with
Generation Next and Greater Twin
Cities United Way

The Head Family Foundation

The Krisbin Foundation Trust

McKnight Foundation

The Medtronic Foundation

The Minneapolis Foundation

Minneapolis Kiwanis Foundation

Padilla Speer Beardsley

Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation

of Minnesota

Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi
Foundation for Children

Daniel and Sheila Saklad Foundation

Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

Securian Foundation
The Sheltering Arms Foundation

David M. and Mary Ann Barrows Wark

Foundation
WEM Foundation

CORPORATIONS/
BUSINESSES

Baraka Daycare Center

Birchwood Financial Partners, Inc.

Bremer Bank

Fraher & Associates, Inc.

Granite City Food & Brewery

Health Partners

Magenic Technologies, Inc.

McMonigal Architects, LLC

MidWest One Bank in recognition of
Ruth Stanoch and commitment to
MidWest One Leadership Institute

New Horizon Academy

Nokomis Heights Lutheran Church

Northside Achievement Zone

Rahr Corporation

Sunrise Banks

Greater Twin Cities United Way in honor
of Todd Otis

The Williston Group in memory of
Pat Fallon

GIFTS TO THE DEBRA S.
FISH EARLY CHILDHOOD
LIBRARY AT THINK SMALL

Lindsey Fish

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Fish

Heidi Frankard

Sharon and Dennis Gerber in honor of
Cathy Clair's retirement

Jon Jacka

Gayle K. McJunkin in memory of
Debra S. Fish

Rhoda and Paul Redleaf in honor of
welcoming back Cathy Clair &
well wishes for Sharon Gerber

Rhoda and Paul Redleaf in honor of their
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rhoda and Paul Redleaf

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS

Allegra

Connie Bateman

Heidi Frankard

John Hancock/First Signature Services
Johnson McCann/North Risk Partners
Larson Record Management

Target
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THINK SMALL WORKS WITH
THOUSANDS OF CHILD CARE
PROVIDERS AND FAMILIES EVER
YEAR. WE WORK TOGETHER TO
CHANGE THE LIVES OF CHILDREN,
WHICH IMPROVES THEIR FAMILIES,

WHICH THEN IMPROVES THE ENTIRE CATALYZE
COMMUNITY. IT ALL GROWS AND

EXPANDS AND IT'S HAPPENING IN &
 ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES.
* Thinelle Potls

FAMILY CHILD CARE PROVIDER
4-STAR PARENT AWARE RATING ©2016 Think Small®

STRENGTHEN






