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Child Care Update 
Dear Family Child Care and Center-Based Child Care Providers: 

We hope that you had some time to relax over Memorial Day weekend and honor 
men and women who died while serving in our military. Earlier this month, Governor 
Walz issued Executive Order 20-56 which continues to turn the dial to re-open 
Minnesota. It transitions the state from a focus on Stay at Home to a focus on Stay 
Safe Minnesota. We’re sharing updates and reminders to support you during this 
transition, including information from the Department of Human Services (DHS) on 
playground guidance. 

Provider Call tonight 

The next provider call is tonight, May 26, at 7 p.m. The call will feature agency 
partners, including the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), Department of 
Education, Department of Employment and Economic Development and DHS. 

• Join the call: Log in to WebEx or by phone (1-415-655-0003; Access code: 
960 685 991). 

Playground Guidance 

The Executive Order 20-56 has an accompanying Frequently Asked Questions, 
which clarifies that children can use public playground equipment. It states: 

Can children go to a playground? Like other outdoor activities, going to a 
playground is allowed under the Stay Safe Order. [Caregivers] should be careful to 
ensure children wash hands after touching play structures and maintain six feet of 
space from other children as much as possible. Although the Governor’s order 
doesn’t close playgrounds, they may be closed by local authorities. 

 



Because of this clarification, the restriction on using public play structures issued by 
DHS Licensing in April is lifted and no longer applies to licensed or certified 
providers. 

In addition, remember that child care providers should be following other guidance 
from MDH and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. This means when 
at a playground, keep groups small and prevent groups from intermixing. 

Share Your Status 

As businesses re-open we anticipate additional families needing child care, 
including an increased need for school age care. Please continue to update your 
capacity through the survey. Given the Stay Safe order, updated guidance on 
enrollment prioritization is available for schools and those providing child care. If 
you have questions about your license and availability to serve additional school-
age children, call the DHS hotline at 1-888-234-1268. 

Public Health Support 

For specific health questions regarding your care settings, reach out to the MDH 
school and childcare team at health.schools.covid19@state.mn.us. 

Please continue to send questions to childrenscabinet.MMB@state.mn.us or call us 
at 651-259-3636. 

Thank you, 

Erin Bailey, Executive Director, Governor’s Children’s Cabinet 

On behalf of participating agency leaders and staff 
   

  

  

  

Contact Us. 
Website: www.mn.gov/childrenscabinet  

Email: childrenscabinet.MMB@state.mn.us 
 

   

 

  



 
 

 


