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Map of Available Providers

• Providers fill out a survey 
to be input into the map

• Providers can update their 
status and information 
using the same survey

• Families can use the map 
to find available child care

• Child Care Aware uses the 
information on their 
hotline



Supporting Providers With Supplies

• Child care providers are in need of assistance to locate the supplies they 
need to continue welcoming families of critical sector workers. 

• Governor Walz’s Executive Order 20-19 instructs that “no supplier or 
business should limit or restrict reasonable orders of cleaning, hygiene, 
and sanitation supplies by child care providers who are serving children of 
parents working in critical sectors.” Please share this language with local 
stores and suppliers; we are doing the same. Please report violations to 
sahviolations@state.mn.us.

• Local Emergency Centers are prepared to help child care providers find 
cleaning product and supplies in the community. Contact information 
available here.

• CUB/UNFI created a tailored process to support providers. Document on 
mn.gov/childcare outlines how to contact your local store for orders. Please 
use this process and express appreciation to Cub/UNFI.
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https://www.leg.state.mn.us/archive/execorders/20-19.pdf
mailto:sahviolations@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/mmb/assets/County Director List for Child Care_tcm1059-426775.pdf
https://mn.gov/mmb/assets/CUB UNFI MN Childcare Provider Partnership Information_tcm1059-426662.pdf


Navigating other financial supports
• Child care providers may also be eligible for business loans, including 

the Federal Small Business Administration COVID 19 Disaster Loans. 

• The federal CARES Act has provisions that expand the Small Business 
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans and the new 
Paycheck Protection Program, for which providers may be eligible.

• SBA Resource Partners are available to help with no-cost, one-on-one 
business counseling regarding COVID-19. 

• Children’s Cabinet is working with DEED and other agencies and 
partners to compile information on eligibility information for financial 
supports available.
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Thank you!

Stephanie Hogenson, Children’s Cabinet
stephanie.hogenson@state.mn.us

mn.gov/childrenscabinet





“What is gaining visibility right now, is 
that fact that it is child care that allows 
every other industry to work.”  Hannah 

Matthews, Center for Law and Social Policy Deputy 
Executive Director



Minnesota
Peacetime 
Emergency 
Child Care 
Grants

$30 million for emergency grants for licensed 
childcare providers serving children of essential 
workers 

Grants will be administered by Child Care 
Aware of Minnesota

Licensed family and center based providers are 
eligible

Monthly grant amounts start at $4,500 and go 
up to $15,500 for those that are licensed to 
serve 15 or more children

Must complete the application by APRIL 15, 
2020

https://www.childcareawaremn.org/forms/em
ergency-child-care-grant-application/





Covers Greater 
Minnesota

Licensed family and 
center-based providers 

caring for children of 
emergency and 

essential workers

For children ages birth 
through five years old

Grants are between 
$500 and $3000

Over 3000 applications 
submitted

Estimated that 80% of 
the licensed providers 

applied for help

Minnesota 
Initiative 
Foundation 
Grants



Think Small COVID-19 
Emergency Grants

Covers the 7-county 
metropolitan region

Available to family child 
care providers who are 
caring for children of 

essential workers

Up to $1000 for eligible 
providers

Application available in 
English, Hmong, Somali 

and Spanish

Over 2,000 applications 
so far

300 funded (as of April 
1)



Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Foundation launched new 
$750,000 COVID-19 Rapid 

Response Fund

Priority focus areas includes 
child care for health workers, 
emergency workers and other 

priority populations – and other 
vulnerable populations

Grants are for a 
6-month period 
from the date of 

award

Applications due April 8, 
April 22 and May 6 

https://www.bluecrossmnfo
undation.org/covid-19-

responsive-grants-2020/

Grants awarded will be between 
$5,000 and $25,000 aimed at 

addressing immediate needs due 
to the pandemic

Priority given to 
current grantees

COVID-19 Responsive 
Grants 2020



REVISED Healthy Start 
2020 Funding

Revised to address the unique needs of the community as a 
result of COVID-19

Priority for ensuring children of color, low-income 
children and rural children have access to quality ECE

Total available = $550,000 
In addition, priority given to 

applicants responding to 
COVID-19 child care needs

Focus on health equity

Due April 23 at 
1:00 PM



“The economics are fragile in good times. When a 
crisis like this hits, it is devastating to the child 
care field.”

Rhian Evans Allvin, chief executive 
officer of the NAEYC



Please consider a donation to the COVID-19 Emergency Fund 
for Child Care: https://bit.ly/CCemergency.

https://bit.ly/CCemergency?fbclid=IwAR2O4ZfAQj4L2BEC8o9xaDLZRO0AorpCzwMz1nDKnztD33qxPHYoNteT2lQ


“Our communities will forever be changed. Our state will forever be changed. Our world will forever be 
changed.
We will grieve all that was taken from us. But we will also celebrate all that’s given to us.
Unity. Humanity. Gratitude.
We will be more united as a state. We will cherish each other’s humanity. We will have endless gratitude for 
the lives we lead.
These trying times have led us back to each other.
We will value those we overlooked before. When times got tough, who did we lean on? It was the nurse. The 
grocer. The truck driver. The farmer. The janitor.
We will recognize all that educators and child care providers do for our students, our communities and our 
economy.”

Governor Walz, State of the 
State Address, April 5, 2020



QUESTIONS?  


