Early Learning Scholarship – Pathway I Application Instructions
What is an Early Learning Scholarship?
An Early Learning Scholarship - Pathway I can help you pay for high-quality child care and early education to
help your child get ready for Kindergarten. The scholarship money will be paid directly to the Parent Aware
rated child care or early education program of your choice. Parent Aware is a rating tool to help parents select
high-quality child care and early education programs. For more information, visit the Parent Aware website,
(ParentAware.org).

Where can my child use a scholarship?
You may use your Early Learning Scholarship - Pathway I at any Parent Aware rated child care or early
education program in Minnesota your child attends on a regular basis.
Your child does not need to be enrolled or attending a program at the time you apply for an Early Learning
Scholarship. If you need help locating qualifying programs, please contact your scholarship Area Administrator
or Parent Aware at 888-291-9811 or go to Parent Aware website (ParentAware.org). If your child is currently
attending a program, but you would like to explore other options, they can help you with this as well.
Scholarship amounts are based on the Parent Aware rating level of the program you choose.
Parent Aware Program Rating Level

Scholarship Amount

Four-Star Parent Aware Rating

Up to $7,500 per child

Three-Star Parent Aware Rating

Up to $5,000 per child

One- or Two-Star Parent Aware Rating

Up to $4,000 per child

Currently in a Full-Rating Pathway Cohort

Up to $3,000 per child
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Is my child eligible?
Early Learning Scholarships are available for children who will be age 3 or 4 by September 1, 2018, and are not
yet enrolled in kindergarten.
Below is a chart you can use to determine if a child is eligible for an Early Learning Scholarship, given the child’s
birthdate.
Child's birth date range
September 1, 2013 –
August 31, 2014
September 1, 2014 –
August 31, 2015
September 1, 2015 –
August 31, 2016

Eligible Age
on Sept 1,
2018

Is the child eligible for a
scholarship starting Sept 1,
2018

Will this child still be
eligible for a scholarship
starting Sept 1, 2019

4

Yes

NO, over aged

3

Yes

Yes

2

NO, under age: must meet
priority categories

Yes

Children birth to 2 years old are eligible if they meet one or more of the following criteria:
•

•
•
•

A parent of the child is under the age of 21 and currently pursuing a high school or general education
equivalency diploma (GED). You must provide written proof of current participation on official
letterhead from the organization you are attending; or
The child is in foster care or in need of child protective services; or
The family has experienced homelessness in the previous 24 months; or
The child has a sibling who has been awarded a scholarship and attends the same program, as long as
funds are available.

Note: Families must also meet income eligibility requirements after meeting at least one of the criteria above.

Additional Requirements
Only a parent or legal guardian of the child/children may apply for an Early Learning Scholarship - Pathway I,
and your family must meet the following requirements:
Location – You must have a Minnesota address (residing in the state of Minnesota).
Income – You must have a family income equal to or less than 185 percent of the federal poverty level
or be receiving certain publicly funded assistance in an approved state or federal public assistance
program.
The chart below is based on FY2018 poverty guidelines published in the Federal Register on January 18, 2018.
Family Size
Gross Income
Family Size
Gross Income
2
$30,451
6
$62,419
3
$38,443
7
$70,411
4
$46,435
8
$78,403
5
$54,427
9
$86,395
For family units of more than nine members, add $7,992 for each additional member.
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How do I Apply for the Early Learning Scholarship?
To apply for an Early Learning Scholarship - Pathway I, the legal guardian of the child must follow these steps:
•
•
•
•

Complete the application. Information that is required is marked with an asterisk.
Provide required proof of income you stated in the income section Option 1 or Option 2
(paystubs/verification of MFIP, etc.).
Read and sign the Agreement to Comply with Requirements and Consent to Share Your Information
pages.
Submit your application.

Submit Your Application
Mail or bring the completed application and all other required documents to the Area Administrator at the
location listed below. Faxed, or emailed applications will not be considered for a scholarship. The Area
Administrator will send you a letter to let you know the status of your child’s or children’s Early Learning
Scholarship - Pathway I. If you have questions, contact the Area Administrator.

Funding provided by the Minnesota Department of Education using state funding to
support administration of early learning scholarships, Minnesota Statutes, section
124D.165.

Area Administrator Contact Information
Mail or drop off application and required documents to:

Think Small
ATTN: Early Learning Scholarships
10 Yorkton Court
Saint Paul, MN 55117
Phone: 651-641-6604
Thinksmall.org
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